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Learning Intention for this session: 
• Teachers will have a developed 

understanding of literacy in the 
NSW Syllabuses for the Australian 
Curriculum. 



Success Criteria 

Teachers will: 

• Know what resources are available through 
the DEC to help teachers to become familiar 
with new syllabuses 

• Know how to identify the literacy  (and other 
cross-curriculum) content of the syllabuses 
by filtering.  

• Understand how to use the syllabus in 
conjunction with DEC resources to develop a 
short activity which highlights literacy. 

• Will be able to confidently identify and 
discuss  the literacy elements of two  
learning activities. 
 





Literacy 

 
Literacy is the ability to use a repertoire of knowledge and skills to communicate and comprehend  
effectively in a wide variety of contexts, modes and media. Literacy knowledge and skills provide  
students with the foundations for current and future learning and for participation in the workplace  
and wider society. The knowledge and skills also provide opportunities for personal enrichment through  
social interaction, further education, training and skilled employment and a range of cultural pursuits,  
including engagement with literature and the arts. Literacy knowledge and skills also enable students  
to better understand and negotiate the world in which they live and to contribute to a democratic society  
through becoming ethical and informed citizens. 
Being 'literate' is more than the acquisition of technical skills: it includes the ability to identify, understand,  
interpret, create and communicate purposefully using written, visual and digital forms of expression and  
communication for a number of purposes in different contexts. The English learning area has a particular  
role in developing literacy because of its inherent focus on language and meaning. However, all  
curriculum areas have a responsibility for the general literacy requirements of students as they  
construct meaning for themselves and others. 
The established functions of speaking and listening, reading and writing, and viewing and representing  
remain central to being literate together with literacy demands related to a range of visual and multimodal 
texts, as well as those that have evolved from the growth of digital technologies. Students today need  
the knowledge and skills required for judicious use of these technologies and to question, challenge  
and evaluate the role of these technologies and the wider implications of their use for contemporary society. 



Paragraph 1 



Paragraph 2 



Paragraph 3 



What are the implications of 
this? 
What will we have to change in 
our thinking and practice, to 
ensure all aspects of literacy 
are addressed in our 
classrooms?  
 
Talk to your table 



Where do we start? 
 
Teachers and schools can access the 
following registered courses, found on 
the DEC Intranet > professional 
learning > curriculum …   
 
 
NSW DEC Resources for the new syllabus 

https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/australiancurriculuminnsw


Course title Course Description 

The learner 
and the new 
curriculum 

Provides a focus on diverse 
learning needs in the 21st 
Century and introduces the 
new syllabuses.   
 
Course duration: 2 hours at the 
key stage of Professional 
competence  
 



Course title Course Description 

Teaching for 
the new 
curriculum 

Assists schools to 
implement the new 
curriculum effectively by 
exploring planning and 
programming, teaching and 
assessment practices. 
 
Course duration: 2 hours at 
the key stage of Professional 
competence  
 



Course title Course Description 

Your school and 
the new syllabus 

These courses support the 
introduction of new curriculum in 
schools by examining each 
syllabus, analyzing needs and 
formulating implementation plans.  
Choose the course or courses that 
best suit your needs.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Course title Course Description 

Programming 
for quality 
teaching and 
assessing 

Provides a guided approach 
to curriculum planning and 
development of teaching 
programs and assessments.  
Course duration: 10 hours at 
the key stage of professional 
competence. 
 

 



Each course:  
 
• focuses on a specific aspect of 

implementation,  
• includes information on registering 

our professional learning with the 
NSW Institute of Teachers, and  

• contains materials for presenters to 
help course delivery. 



These courses are designed to assist 
BEFORE the implementation of the 
new curriculum.   
They can be completed: 
• individually,  
• in stage or faculty groups, or  
• in whole school groups.   
 
It’s helpful to talk about the issues 
and expectations so we can change 
our thinking. 



One of the big changes is a 
clear articulation of what is 
meant by the word ‘text’ – 
 
Definition from the glossary  



‘Texts – Communications of 
meaning produced in any 
media that incorporates 
language, including sound, 
print, film, electronic and 
multimedia representations.  
 
  



Texts include written, spoken, 
non-verbal, visual or multi-
modal communications of 
meaning.   

Im
ages fro

m
 W

ikip
ed

ia
 view

ed
 1

2/3
/13

 



They may be extended 
unified works, a series  
of related pieces  
or a single, simple  
piece of  
communication.’   
  
       
English K-10 Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum: Glossary p.150   

Images from Wikipedia viewed 12/3/13 



Within each syllabus there 
is opportunity to explore a 
vast range of texts that can 
be responded to and 
composed as we address 
the literacy demands of our 
subjects.  
 



GREAT!   
This just looks like another enormous 
task for teachers! 
 
Isn’t there some way we can quickly, 
easily and efficiently identify the 
literacy elements within the syllabus? 
 

YES!! 
NSW Syllabuses BOS HOME page 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/


Here’s how we do it-  
1.  Go to the HOME page -   

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/


2.  Click on the Filter content arrow  



3. Which brings you to this page … 

4.  Click on each of these to make your selection. 



We wanted to explore the History 
K-10 Syllabus to look at Stage 4 
outcomes and the literacy General 
Capability. 
 
 
NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum 

 
 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/


5.  We chose our filters so the page looks 
like this: 

6.  Click on Filter and wait … 



7.  And we got this …  

… which led to  … 



So we decided to focus on … 



We went to ‘Preview in Context’ 







We have chosen Eleanor 
of Aquitane, one of the 
significant medieval 
individuals. 
 
We decided to compare 
perspectives on her life 
with the roles of other 
women of the time. 



Activity:  Using a graphic to support 
comparison and contrast. 
 
Venn diagram – 2 circles 
 
What literacy skills are addressed in 
this activity? 



We wanted to explore the Science K-10 Syllabus 
using the resources provided by the NSW DEC. 
So we started with the Literacy filter. 

Click on Filter … 



And we got this …  

… which led to  … 





And we worked backwards to the next page, 
linking to follow the ‘breadcrumb trail’. 







We decided to incorporate  
Working Scientifically into the Living Things content. 



Then we checked on the DEC site  
for sample units we could use  
to help our planning. 
 
DEC site for NSW Syllabus Support  

https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/australiancurriculuminnsw/resources


NSW DEC Intranet Resources for Science K-10 Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum 

https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/australiancurriculuminnsw/resources
https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/australiancurriculuminnsw/resources
https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/australiancurriculuminnsw/resources






We chose tomatoes because we have been 
growing them unsuccessfully for years! 



Then we ran through the program.  
There are explanation of new 
terminology, experiments to ‘conduct’, 
and opportunities to use tables for 
comparing data. 



Opportunities to apply literacy knowledge and to 
develop vocabulary and contextual knowledge. 



Plenty of reading of instructions, data, images … 



Here is where literacy meets ‘Working Scientifically’ 



Your task:  Discuss with your partner the optimum temperature for growing tomatoes. 
Provide evidence from the table.  



What aspects of literacy are being 
addressed in these learning experiences?   



Conclusion: 
 

Work with a partner.   
Write six words that you feel are of great 
significance from this work today on 
addressing literacy across the curriculum.   
 

DO NOT share these with your partner. 
 

Then place the words on the grid (see 
handout) and follow the instructions. 
 
Resources and information on 
Edmodo.com – group: uouhmj 


